
Binners Hook
How it started

A Kitsilano resident noticed shelves 
built onto a neighbour’s garage 
door for the purpose of placing 
bottles and cans for collection. 

It sparked an idea – every 
household could have something 
like this – a way to offer recycling 

products for those who collect 
them.

How it will make a difference
The Binners Hook aims to raise 

awareness and build a conversation 
about binning by acknowledging the 
contribution that binners make to our 

community and furthering their 
economic opportunities. 

The Binners Hook is a way for 
residents to offer redeemable products 

and other items so that a binner can 
easily pick them up.

What’s next
With input from binners and 

residents, a hook was designed in 
collaboration with a local design 

company, Basic Design. 
We’re excited to launch a pilot 

program that will see 30-50 Binners 
Hooks installed in households in 

Vancouver. The pilot will allow us to 
test the design and installation 

process while closely supporting 
binners and residents.

What is the Binners’ Project?
The Binners’ Project is a group of waste-pickers aided by support 

staff dedicated to improving their economic opportunities and 
reducing the stigma they face as informal recyclable collectors.

Binner  \`bin-ner\ – noun
A person who collects redeemable containers and 
other  things from bins to sustain their livelihood and 
to divert waste from landfills; a dumpster diver. 
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Binners Hook - Pilot Project
ORDERING a Binners Hook
1. A $10 fee will pay for the production and maintenance of 
the hook. 
2. You may opt-in for an additional $20 fee to have your 
Binners Hook installed by a binner.

Spread the Word!
Please share the information about this program with your 
friends, family and neighbours! Our goal is to have 30 to 
50 Binners Hook installed over the next month. 

With your feedback, we hope to refine the design and find 
evidence that grassroots initiatives can produce a big 
impact. Like any social change, this may take time but your 
efforts will foster a stronger community as well as support 
and acknowledge those most marginalized in our society. 

Thank you for your support!

MOUNTING a Binners Hook
1. Binners Hook will be ideally installed facing a lane way so 
that bags can be easily accessible to binners .
2. If you opt-in for an installation by a binner, you can expect 
a call from a binner to schedule a convenient time for 
installation. You will also be asked to sign a waiver against 
potential damages.

USING a Binners Hook
1. We ask that you use the hook on a regular basis so that we 
are able to assess needed changes to our prototype.
2. Containers must be placed in a strong plastic bag/double 
bag to avoid breakage and other potential hazards. 
3. Binners will pick up the containers and the bag together. 
Leaving a durable bag with your containers on the Hook 
assists binners in their pick-ups and guarantee that the bag is 
reused. 

MAINTENANCE of the Binners Hook
1. Accidents happen! A bag might rip, glass might fall. We 
ask you to do your part in helping us maintain our new 
prototype by removing broken glass or rubbish 
surrounding the Hook. 
2. We’ll provide you with maintenance or assistance as 
needed or requested.
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HOW ELSE CAN I 
SUPPORT? 

1 - Participate in two short phone 
conversations that will gather 

feedback and experience

2 - Visit our website at 
www.binnersproject.org to learn 

about our other initiatives

3 - Share with friends about this in 
person and/or social media

4 -  Donate to the Binners’ Project 
and help grow this initiative!

WHAT CAN I HANG ON 
MY BINNERS HOOK? 

NO THANK YOU
1 - Perishable items

2 - Heavy items

3 - Weak or broken bags

4 - Damaged or 
dirty items

1 - Redeemable 
containers (glass bottles, 
plastic bottles, cans)

2 -  Occasional items
for donation

YES PLEASE

1 - Facing a laneway or foot path

2 - Somewhere visible and within 
easy reach of the laneway

3 - Attached to a solid surface 

4 - On your property only, please 
don’t install on city property

5 - If possible, use locking screws 
so that your Binners Hook cannot 

be stolen

WHERE DO I PUT MY 
BINNERS HOOK? 

Binners Hook
By adding a hook outside your property, you 
meaningfully engage with local binners as you leave 
bottles and cans for pick-up.

This simple act acknowledges the contribution that 
binners make to communities, supports their 
economic stability, and adds dignity to their work. 

The Pilot Project
We’re excited to launch a pilot program that will see 30-50 Binners Hook installed in households in Vancouver. 
The pilot will allow us to test the design and installation process while closely supporting binners and residents. 
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BINNERS HOOK

It all starts with YOU. Be part of the REVOLUTION.

WHO are binners.
People who collect redeemable 

containers from bins to sustain 
their livelihood and to divert 

waste from landfills; a dumpster 
diver. 

WHAT supports them.
By adding a hook outside their 

property, residents acknowledges the 
contribution that binners make to 

communities, supports their economic 
stability, and adds dignity to their work. 

HOW you can help.
HANG YOUR ITEMS ON THE HOOK

Redeemable containers (bottle & cans)
Pick up services provided by binners

Please do not hang perishable, heavy, 
damaged or dirty items. 

Do not hang weak or broken bags. 

LEARN MORE at www.binnersproject.org


